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papers made charges that Democratic President James
Polk did oot want to entiust the malitary to Gen Windicld
Seolt or Gen Zachary Taylor, two Whig generals. The
papers wena rigli
Adter the Umon deteat at the Cieal War Hatile of

Fredenicksburg, Yo, President Abraham Limeoln decided
iy aprpoint Bdag Grem Joseph Hooker as commander of the
Aoy ol the Potomae — the leadmg ammy of the Unon
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He wrote Maj Gen Hooker ome of the meost amazing lat-
ters m American civilian-military relaboens

Limecln sard tn part; ©1 have heard, insuch way as o
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aned the Government needed a Dhietator, OF course ot was
st For this, but in spite of at, that [ have given vou the
command. Cmnly thoese generals who gam suecesses, can
set up dictators. What [ now ssk of you 15 military sue-
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cess, and 1 will risk the dictatosship.”

The coundry survived the Civil War with the wdea of
eivilian control of the malitary still imteet

Fodoy, servicemembers ore eneournged 1o vole

hilitary members swear “to suppert and defend the
Constitubion of the United Sotes,” One of the mone sue-
vessful pspeets of that dooument 15 oivilim control of the
milikary



